THE DEGRADED PERSISTENCE OF MING-SHU

"I go, oppressed one," replied Hwa-mei. "May
this period of your ignoble trial be brought to a
distinguished close,"

On the following day at the appointed hour Cho-
kow was led before the Mandarin Shan Tien, and
the nature of his crimes having been explained to
him by the contemptible Ming-shu, he was bidden
to implicate Kai Lung and thus come to an earlier
and less painful end.

"All-powerful," he replied, addressing himself to
the Mandarin, " the words that have been spoken
are bent to a deceptive end. They of our com-
munity are a simple race and doubtless in the past
their ways were thus and thus. But, as it is truly
said, 'Tian went bare, his eyes could pierce the
earth and his body float in space, but they of his
seed do but dream the dream.' We, being but the
puny descendants-----"

"You have spoken of one Tian whose attributes
were such, and of those who dream thereof," inter-
rupted the Mandarin, as one who performs a re-
luctant duty. " That which you adduce to uphold
your cause must bear the full light of day."

"Alas, omnipotence," replied Cho-kow, "this con-
cerns the" doings of the gods and those who share
"their line. Now I am but an ill-conditioned outcast
from the obscure land of Khim, and possess no lore
beyond what happens there. Haply the gods that
ruie in Khim have a different manner of behav-
ing from those in the Upper Air above Yu-ping,
and thus this person's narration would avoid the
semblance of the things that are and he himself
thereby be brought to disrepute."

"Suffer not that apprehension to retard your
impending eloquence," replied Shan Tien affably.
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